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trace their Ilncestr~' to the Highland families of that 
name. These Highland families have fOl' their pr.,
genitors pioneers who are believed to be from westt'l'l\ 
Maryland, and among the earliel' settlers of Pendleton. 
possibly antedating the Revolution. 

HENRY HARPER. 

Among the pel'sons whose industry, economical hab
its, aud wise management of diversified useful indus
tries did much for the development of our county, tlw 
name of Henry Harpe, Senior, is richly deserving or 
respe..ctful notice. He was a native of Pendleton Cbun.
ty, a son of Nicholas Harper, a native of Germany, 
who lived on the South Branch. Henry Harper's wifl' 
was Elizabeth Lightner, daughter of William Lightner. 
Senior, on Back Creek. For a few years after his 
marriage he lived on the Branch. About 1812, Nich
olas Harper bought two hUIldred acres from Abram 
Duffield and Colonel John Baxtel', on Knapps Creek, 
and on tl)is purchase Henry settled. 

The young settlers fl'om Pendleton County found tl 

few acres of cleared land. The thickets of thorn l\lld 

crab apple and wild plums wel'e almost impelletrabh~. 

The sheep, pigs, and calves had to be pellned by the 
house to protect them from wolves and bears. By pa
tient alId persistent effort land was cleared and a home 
reared. 

At his suggestion, William ("ivey, of Anthony,; 
Oreek, sunk a tan yard. Then !I'll- HarpCl' established 
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a blacksllIith shop and built the first tilt hammer in 
this regioll. This shop was carried 011 uUtlet' his OWIl 

pllrsonal supon'isio1l. Ralph Wanless, George He-ven
t!I' of Pendleton County, the late Anthony Lightner of 
Swngo, and othet's, leal'ned the trade with him, nnu 
were all good blacksmiths. Mr Harpel' ulso I'eat'ed a 
flouring mill, which was operated by himself and son 
Samuel chiefly. Father and son were smiths and mill
et'!!! and alternated in their work. William Gibson, late 
of Huntea'svillc, and Henry Harpe~' were the contrac
tors thnt built the Warm Springs and Huntersville 
turnpike sixty-five years ago. Captain William COell
ran, late of Stony CI'eek, was theil' pI incipal foreman 
and managel' in constJ'uction. III the meantime the 
farm was duly attended to and much land cleared for 
grain and hay; additional lands bought IUld a splendid 
estate became his. 

He had a passion for huntiJlg, which he indulged in 
merely for recreation. 

He died in 1859, agad 70 years. Mrs Harpel' fol
lowed her husband in 1876, aged 86 years. 

In personal appearance Mr Harpel' was of medium 
stat1l1'e, somewhat stooped in the shoulders. His voice 
was soft and flute like in tone, very quiet and retiring 
in his manners and leisurely in his mov(.~ments, and 
yet his establishment was a busy hive of industry, aIllI 
all moved 011 like clockwork. 

His family consisted of five SOIlS and foul' daughters: 
Elizabeth, Sally, Anna, nnd Susan. The sons were 
Jacob, William, Samuel, Henry, and Nicholas, who 
died at fonrteen. 
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Jacob Harper married Lydia Oivey, daughter of 
George Civey of Anthonys Oreek, and settled on 
Meadow Creek, GI'eenbrier County, apd finally mov~d 
to Monroe County, where his family yet residet'o 

William Harper married Elizabeth Civey, sister of 
Jacob's wife, and settled on the farm now held by 
William L. Harper, near Sunset. His last ye>.l,rs were 
passed on Greenbrier River at the Friel place, where 
his son William now resides. 

Samuel Harper married Malinda Moore, and lh'es 
011 the old homestead, where he yet resides in the 87th 
year of his life. Theil' daughter Elizabeth Luena is 
the widowed wife of Rev James E. Moore. S:ll'ah Ann 
married Washington Herold, near Frost. Matilda 
married Frances Dever. Their son, Preston Harper, 
marl'ied Lucretia Gum, daughtOl' of Henry GUill, late 
of Frost. Frank Wilson Harpel' married AUlH\ Gum, 
sister of Mrs Preston Harpel', William Lightner Har
per married E~ma, daughtet, of George' Hamilt0I1, 
neal' Sunset. 

Samuel Harper's second wife was Margaret J:me. 
daughter of .Tohn GUlIl, of Highl:md County, Her 
daughter, America, married R. D. Himel. and Virgin
ia, who died of diptheria at the age of five yeal's. 

Henry Harper, Junior, married Phrebe Sharp, and 
lived on the place now owned by Reddy Goulet, 110111' 

Sunset. Their children were Peter and Rachel Anll. 
'Peter died in early manhood.' Rachel Ann married 
William Bm'old, of Nicholas County, whm·e she now 
lives. Henry Harper, Junior, died of all accidental 
wound, inflicted while repairing a gate. 
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Elizabeth, eldest daughter of the pioneer, marrieu 
the late James R. Poage, and lived first in tlle Levels. 
on land 1l0W hel~ by Preston Clark, and then near 
Edray. where they both recently died. She was an iu
\"Iilid for seventeen years from rheumatic affection, 
1I1OHt of the time too weak to help hel·self. Her hus
luud for Ulany years spent most of the days and all of 
the !lights a p,ltient and helpful watcher ut hel' beu
side. Het· SOliS wel'e J. R. Poage, Henry Poage, anu 
WiIlia'u Poago. Theil' tlaughtel's: Elizabeth Pouge, 
thu til-st wire of Rev George P. Moore; Mary Poage, 
the wife of Amos Barlow; S lrah Ann Po,lgJ, the til'Ht 
wife of George Baxter, Ileal' Edray, nnd A'uanda, tirt't 
wife of Levi Waugh, ou the old hO:lle:ltoad. 

Alina Harp<.>r was the first wife of A. Wllshingtcn 
)1 1)ore, Ifear Fl'ost. Ihw daughtel' Sally mnrri<.>d Za
chal'iah Gum, SOli of the late Heury Gum. Her hus
hand was killed by It fulling Ii:nh, aud she was left a 
widow with three small childrell. Mal'y MOOl"e mal'rieu 
John Varnel' at the Big Spl'iug of Elk. Ella Moore 
married Belljamin Val'net', and now li\'~s in Iowa • 
.A una MoOt'e is at home with hur father, the venel'able 
Washington Moore, near Frost. .N ewton Moore, Zaue 
Moore, J. A. Moore, and Price ~loOl'e al'e his SOilS. 

Sally Harper mnrried James Malcomb amI located 
ill Nicholas County, where her family now reside, so 
fal' as known. 

Susan Harpet', the fourth daughter, married the lutu 
John D. McUal'ty. Ileal' Hillsboro. Their children 
were Ellis .l\ld'arty, the late Mrs G. H. Curry, and 
Della McCaJ'ty, who died a few yeal's since. 
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Thus close for the present the 1I0tes on the Hal'per 
family. Something as to the improvements made uu
del' Henry Hal'per's supArvision may be interesting. 

The tannery shop was built by William Civey, SOli 

of Geor~e Civey, who built the grist mill. Robert 
It-vine and J oll!l Irvine built the saw mill, and the. 
same parties put up the tilt hammer and shop. The 
residence near the road was built by John II'vine, and 
Chesley K. Moore erected the dwelling beyond the 
creek. 

The mill stones first used in the Harper mill were 
made by Adam Sharatt, near Friers, on the Green
brier River. Thill person lived at the 8ha1"att place, 
three or four miles up the Greenbrier from Marlinton, 
where he had a mill. The fil'st burrs WOt'(l bought at 
John Bradshaw's sale, near Huntersville, These hav
ing been used for years, Mr Harpel' replaced them by 
burrs brought from Rockingham County, Virginia, 
TI,e Bradshaw burrs are now in Highland ('ounty, 
taken there years ago by Mr 8hultz. Tne Harper mill 
succeeded the Poage mill, owned by Peter .Lightnel" 
The r(lcks used by that mill are now· on Cummings 
Creek, near Huntersville, taken thel'e by the late Price 
McComb, and thet'efore must be aJIlong tho oldest ill 
the county-of their dimensions. 

JOHN H. CONRAD. 

This ancestor of the Conrad relatiollseip settled 011 

the North Fork, just after the Revolutioll, on land 
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